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such a measure. The Mitchell Government
introduced a Closer Settlement Bill, and
now we find the present Government follow-
iag suit. There must be some good in the
legislation that I cannot appreciate. Some
people have an idea that once 'the BiUl be-
comes law large tracts of land will be thrown
open for settlement immediately. I know
of one estate only in the South-West that
was not offered to the Goene' at a rea-
$euable price. I admit it would be of bene-
fit if the owner made that land available
for purchase. In common with Mr. Moore
I know that tho estate will never be pur-
chased under the provision of the Bill be-
cause there are about £40,000 worth of im-
provements on the estate and no one would
think of purchasing an area of that descrip-
tion, I am -afraid that if the Bill becomes
law a great many people will be disap-
pointed with the results. It may be that
some people will be induced to spend a
little more money than they are do-
ing nowadays. The huge areas that
are to be thrown open do not exist. If any
extensive area comprising a million or 'two
million acres is found to be available I am
afraid it will consist for the most part of
poor land, with the better areas so scattered
as to make it a difficult problem to handle.
I trust 'that when the Leader of the House
replies to the debate he will do me the hon-
our of replying to the several points I hate
wade during my remarks.

On motion by Hon. E. H. Gray, debate
adjourned.

Howse adjourned at 0.15 p.m
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUJESTION--SAN DALWOOD ROOTS,
OIL DISTILLATION.

Mr. MARSHALL asked the Minister
for Forests: 1, Of the 600 tons of sandal-
wood roots available under the mnonopoly
scheme, is it a fact that the original
distiller, who first made sandalwood oil
a commercial possibility in this State in
1914, was eliaminated altogether in the
distribution of roots by the Forestry
Deparmeat? 2, Is it a fact that another
firm, who commenced operations six yeats
later, were granted a monopoly of all the
root;, thus warding off competition? 8.
Was the original distiller given any
opportunity to put forward his just claim
for consideration before the monopoly of
roots was granted? 4, Is there not a note
on the file by the Conservator of Forests
agreeing to refrain from giving any such
monopoly before allowing this distiller to
put in his claim? 5, Is it not a fact that
the original distiller in question was
forced to use outside influence to enable
him to obtain only one-sixth (namely, 100
tons) of the roots available to enable him
to prevent the closing down of his works?
6, Will the Minister go thoroughly into
this matter before making any arrange-
ments f or the distribution of roots for the
ensuing 12 months, or for a longer or
shorter period?

The MINISTER FOR FORESTS re-
plied: 1, No. 2, No. 3, No monopoly has
been granted. 4, Yes. 5, No. 0, Yes.

QUESTION-AGRICULTURAL LIME,
BORNHOLM DEPOSITS.

Mr. A. WANSBROIJGH asked the Min-
ister for Agriculture: 1, Owing to the
shortage of agricultural lime, will be tekt!
into consideration the advisability of
having an investigation made of the Born-
hoim deposits? 2, If these are found suit-
able for agricultural purposes, will ho
have a report prepared showing the
approximate quantity available? 3, If the
reply to No. 2 is favourable, will im-
mediate steps be taken to have the lime
made available by cheap transport?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: 1, This deposit was investigated
in 1915 by the Assistant Government
Geologist-the late Mr. H. Woodward-
who reported that there was an unlimited
supply of low grade limestone available,
but not suitable for agricultural purposes
as it contained a high percentage of silica,
which would render the resulting lime of
little value as a neutralising agent. 2 and
3, Answered by No. 1.

QUESTION-RAr-LWAY ADVISORY
BOARD'S REPORTS.

Mr. S. H. SMITH asked the Premier:.
1, Has he received reports of the advisory
board dealing with (a) railway communi-
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cation between Bridgetown or Royal)
Brook linking up with the Great Southern
railway, (b) railway communication from
Manjimup to Mt. Barker? 2, if so, and
if the reports are favourable, will be have
surveys made of different routes? 3, Will
be make the reports available to Parlin-
ment by laying them on the Table of the
Houst

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2, Thisawill 'be determined when the reports have
been considered. 8, Yes.

QUESTION-MINING BATTERY,
NORTH END.

Mr. LUTEY, without notice, asked the
Minister for Mdines: What action do the
Government propose to take for the pro-
vision of better crushing facilities in the
North End districtI

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
Mr. Howe, Superintendent of State Batter-ies, has reported very fully on the North
End field, and as a result of his report the
Mines Department have decided to subsi-
dise a crushing plant owned by Mr. Hunt,
and will erect a slimes plant, so that the
prospectors of the field may have the fullest
facilities for treating their ore, just as un-
der State battery arrangements and condi-
tions.

BfILL-STATE LOTTERIES.
Introduced by the Hon. S. W. Mlunsie,

Honorary Minister, and read a first time.

B3ILL-INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Report of Committee adopted.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.
On motion by Mr. Richardson, leave of

absence for one week granted to the mem-
ber for North Perth (Mr. J1. MacCallum
Smith) on the ground of ill health.

MOTION-OVERSEAS MARKETING.

To inquire by Select Committee.

Debate resumed from the 17th September
on the following motion hy Mr. Griffiths-

That a select committee be appointed
to inquire into the matter of overseas
markets for the produscts (exportale1) of
the group settlements, Peel Estate, Upper
Siras. and other setth-mnets and agricul-
tural areas. (1) Such inquiry to invsesti-
gate the various pooling schemes and mar-
ketinq legislation in vogue in the Eastern
States, United Ritates of America, Canada,
Europe, etc. (2) Co-operative effots in
the marketing of fruit, etc. (3) To

formulate a scheme suitable to Western
Australian conditions and calculated to
work in with an all-Australian sehem; for
the better handling and marketing of the
products under review;

and on the amendmnent moved by Mr. Mann:
That in line 3 of Sub clause (I) the

words "Eastern States" be struck out and
"Australia" inserted in lieu.
Amendment put and passed.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
W. C. Aagwia-North-East. Fremantle)
[4.42): 1 oppose the motion, because
at this juncture I do not think the
appointment of such a select commit-
tee is necessary. In the first place,
it would be an impossibility for a
select committee to carry out the work which
the motion asks should be done. To ap-
point the select committee would mean even-
tually another Royal Commission, and I
do not think that just now there is justifica-
tion for a Royal Commission to ascertain
marketing possibilities. We know that al-
most throughout Australia to-day there are
co-operative and other companies paying
close attention to the marketing of products.
A Bill dealing with fruit marketing is now
going through the Federal Parliament. Fur-
ther, the Commonwealth Government have
appointed a board to deal with the question
of meat. Another Federal board is giving
attention to the marketing of butter. These
various bodies, when they have got to work,
wvill be able to make every necessary in-
quiry and to obtain all needful information
regarding the marketing of Australian pro-
ducts. The hon. member's motion lays
stress on the necessity for a select com-
mittee to inquire regarding the exportable
surplus of the products of group settlements.
If there is one thing rather than another
that does not stand in need of inquiry, it
is the exportable surplus from group settle-
mentls, because the primary intention in the
establishment of grounis was that they
should provide the local market, and many
years must elapse before the groups
w-ill be so fir advanced as to be
able to provide the dairy produce neces-
sary for Western Australian consumption.
As a matter of fact, had it not been for
the necessity for providing our own pro-
duce, such as butter, cheese and bacon, there
would have been no reason for establishing
group settlements. It has been impressed
on the group settlers that instead of paying
too much attention to certain garden pro-
duce, they should concentrate in the first in-
stance on dairy farming. Dairy farming
does not wean providing butter alone, does
not mean that a man should run merely a
few cows. There are other branches of
dairy farming, such as the rearing of pigs
and the mnaking of cheese. We have in West-
ern Australia a very large market for suth
produce and a Rood manv years must
elapse before we overtake the local
consumption. It is true that gronp
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settlers will grow other produce as side
lines, but if they give attention to
their pastures for the stock, there
will be no necessity for them to look for a
market for anything other than bacon, but-
ter and cheese. Then there is the local mar-
ket for potatoes. We import large quanti-
ties of potatoes annually. It has been con-
tended that our own potatoes will not keep
soi well as those fromn the Eastern States.
However, it is coming to be seen tiwt
when we get away from the light sandy
soil in whieh. most of our potatoes are
growa, anti cultivate them in the- extreme
South-West, we get potatoes equni to any
grown in Australia.

Hon. Sir Jamies %litchell: That is per-
fectly true.

The 'MINISTER FOR LANDS: So it is
hoped, before very long, we shall be able
to supply the local market all the year
round. A good deal has been said about
the markets available to us in other lands,
particularly in the East Indies. But when
we come to investigate those markets we
see that Western Australia is considerably
handicapped. In Java, for instance, in
Singapore, and in the Malay States, while
there are large populations, they contain re-
latively few white people.. The native popu-
lation of Java is 34 millions, whereas the
Europeans, incl'idiag the Enrasianls, nuwher
only 135,000. So the market there for Aus-
tralian produce is very small. In Singapore,
whore a fairly large percentage of our ex-
ports are consumed, there is a population of

30,0,of which approximately only SDOOO
ar fEuropean origin. So there, too, th -

market for Australian produce is limited.
Anothtr difficulty with the markets op there
lies in the provision of cold storage. 'Vir-
tually, we are limited to one ship. Other
ships have certain refrigerating space, but
it is too much restricted to be of any prac-
tical value. The "Kangaroo" is the prir-
cipal cold storage ship available to us, and
even if ivp send our produce by her it has
to be sold in bulk immediately on arrival,
for the reason. that there is no cold storage
to which to tranship it. Attempts have
been made to establish cold storage
in the ports up there and Western Australia
merchants have been invited to invest in the
project. The proposal has been turned down
by our merchants, who say they are not
going to invest in cold storage in distant
ports where they cannot see what is going
onl. However, thle promoters of the enter-
prises have met with a better response in
the Eastern Stutes, where money' has been
advanced for the erection of cold storage
works at Singapore and Java. In conse-
quencee, the Eastern States merchants are
now part owners of the proposed works, an I
of course wilt retain the storage space for
their own products. During the last few
yesrs we have had ant Australian Trade
Commissioner in those Parts for the purpose
of advising Australian merchants a~s to
where their products can be most adviant-
sgt-oiisly placed and trade opened up. This

officer was approved by the late Govern-
ment in conjunction with other Govern-
ments of the Commonwealth. Since I have
been on the Council of Industrial Develop-
ment -we have received several letters from
the Australian Trade Commissioner, point-
iug out where certain products from this
State could be placed and trade opeae4 up.
Copies of those letters have been sent to
the mercehants dealing in the lines asked
for. The Austraian Trade Commissioner
has been instrumental in building up a fair
trade in Western Australian flour.

Mr. Teesdale: It was a pretty good trade
before lie took it on.

The MINISTER. POR LANDS: Per-
haps so. I am merely saying what has been
done sice I have k-eau onl the Council of
Industrial Development. The council is
closely in touch with traders in various parts
of the world. It consists entirely of civil
servants having no connection with any
other business in the State. Their work is
exclusively directed to the advancement of
the best interests of the State, The acting
secretary, Mr. Ogilvie, is continually in
touch with traders in various parts of the
world and is securing publicity for West.
emn Australian produce in the overseas Press.
In consequence of all this, the export trade
of Western Australia must increase. The
motion requres that an investigzatio 2 ba
held in Australia, in the United States, in
Canada, and in Europe.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Let us all get
on the committee and go.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: And at
the end there is ''etcetera.''

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: That means
Cornwall.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Corn-
wall can prodnce for herself. I want hon.
members to consider that paragraph in the
motion and ask, is it possible for a select
committee to get any information, except
;,nformatioa gleaned from hooks and jour-
nals, and report to the House this session?

'Mr. Griffiths: Yes. I have tons of in-
formation already. I have letters and re-
ports from Ministers.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That is
what I say! No person can make a proper
investigation from letters or leading articles
in the Press. it is necessary for those mak-
ing the inquiry to go there and thoroughlyv
examine the position for themselves.

Mr. Griffiths: It is not necessary.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The hon.

member says he has letters from Ministers.
Did anybody ever know a Minister who
did not put his State forward in the best
possible light I If things are bad he
is not going to say so- If there
bie no possibility of op~ening: up trade
with his State or country, he will not
say so. Rather will he point to the ad-
vantages of opening up such trade. Then
there is another phase of the question to
he considered, perhaps the only phase
the committee conld satisfactorily deal

1094



[1 OcTona, 1924.] 10

with. That is the preparing of our pro-
ducts for export. 'rho member for Soe-
bourne (Mr. Teedale) knows that in Singa-
pore we had serious complaints of produce
sent there withou't proper preparation. That
is a serious mistake that must tend to in.
jure the State as a whole. Seeing that it
is impossible for a select committee to carry
ou't the desires expressed in the motion-
and I do not think any Government would
be prepared to appoint a Royal Commis-
sion to travel the world to investigate this
question-I am confident that Wie can leave
the investigation to the co-operative
societies throughout Australia, who are
making every possible inquiry in respect
of overseas markets.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: And other
persons.

The IMSTER FOR LANDS : Of
course private merchants are making
all possible inquiries regarding overseas
markets. In various parts of the world
the produce trade is passing into the
hands of co-operative companies, and when
'they are investigating the matter of mar-
kets and when in addition we have the
Council of Industrial Development watching
the interests of the State, there need be go
fear of the State suffering if a select com-
mittee be not appointed. To appoint it
would be a waste of time and money, and
the results would be small indeed. We have
not yet reached the stage when we have a
large quantity of produce to export. When
we are nearing the point of fully catering
for the local market, iPt will be time enough
to look out for overseas markets. The
boards of producers appointed by the Fed-
eral Government will do all that is neces-
sary as regards the products we shall have
for export when 'the time comes. I oppose
the motion.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL (Northam)
[5.2]: This question exercises the minds of

merny people and will continue to do so. We
can market our wheat, wool and timber with-
out any trouble; in fact all our primary
products except fruit are easily marketed.
I 'lo not know whether $the world can pro-
vide us with a better market than we have
for those commodities. Private people and
co-operative companies are inquiring, and
naturally are interested in obtaining the
best prices. We need bother very lititle,
about our wheat, wool or timber. Fruit is a
trorublcsonme commodity to market because
of its perishable nature, hut when the world
settles downiv again, I think there will he no
'trouble to dispose of our exports of apples
and oranges, which, apart from dried fruit,
are our principal lines of export. with
dried fruit there is a difficulty; we pro-
duce Ro little. America increased her yield
of dried fruit from 150,000,000 lbs. to
450AC0.000 lbs. in a few years. If Enslnnd
require% 156,000 tons of dried fruits-raisins
and currants-each year, and Australia pro-
duce, about 5,000 ton% of currants a year,
although in quali'ty ours are better than

those of Greece, the English dealers are not
likely to break the continuity of their sales
for a week in order to market our currants.
If we had far more to export, we would
have less trouble. I remind the member for
York that the people of 'this State do not
get the quantity of dried fruit they would
take if they were able to obtain it con-
veniently. Every ounce of dried fruit could
be sold if the people could get it at a rea-
sonable price. We are importing about
£2,U00,O0t) worth of foodstuffs annually,
and thousands of group settlers will be re-
quired to supply our own requirements. No
one need worry about markets for the
produce of group settlers. The population
of Western Ausntralia increased by 15,000
last year and those people will require
another £100,000 worth of! dairy produce
and other foodstuffs to meet their needs.
If we get 6,0100 or 10,000 people settled
in the South-West, as I hope wve shall
before long, there will be a market
for all their produce wi'thin the State.
The member for Guildford (Hon. W. D.
Johnson) when Minister for Works, -it-
tended a repatriation conference in Mel-
bourne and said we could find land for
14,000 soldiers in this State if necessary.
He was referring to the South-West and
was quite right. He knew that a groat
many settlers would be required to feet'
our own population. It is high time we
grew the food necessary f or our own re-
quirements. Apart from dairy produce
there are other crops that could be profit-
ably grown. Tobacco will play an jim-
portant part in the list of products raised
in the South-West. To-day it costs abouL
2s. 6d. a lb., and last year we imported
nearly £600,000 worth. Linseed, hop9,
maize and many other commodities as yet
hardly thought of will be grown in the
South-West, and even then we snail not
need to bother about markets for some
time, because the local market will absorba
them. I was told that 75 acres in Victoria
produced tobacco worth £15,000. The time
has not arrived to bother about markets
for the settlers on the Peel Estate. Our
only concern at present need be for the
dried fruit produced in the Swan district.
If we could devise means to market the
produce of our vine and fruit growers-

Mr. Teesdale: I paid Is. 6d. a lb. for
dried grapes.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCH1ELL: If they
were good table grapes, they were cheap
at the price. Prance has 4,000,000 acres
under vines which yiold produce to the
value of £113,000,000 a year, Or more than
we get from wheat and wool together. Tn
this State vines grow over an enormo'is
area, and vast tracts of country could be
put under vines if we could only find a
market for the produce. An inquiry that
would show what we could safely do in
future would be very useful indeed. Only
in the day of small things is serious
trouble experienced in the marketing of
produce. The Minister referred to cold
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storage works. I am not in favour of
State enterprise, but I realise that if
merchants and co-operative companies
other than of producers own storage
works in Singapore and other places, tfl.j
will want to make all the money they can
out of them. If we could erect works in
Ceylon they would be of immense assist-
ance to oar markets. I do not know
whetber I shouid object to such workd
being erected by the State because ship-
ping would make an enormous demand
upon the fruit, vegetables and other
commodities that need storage. The
ships front the seven seas pass Ceylon and
all of them require food supplies.

Mr. Griffiths: You certainly want some
accommodation on the Fremantle wharf.

Hen. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I agree;,
but we want storage in the marketing
centres. We cannot send onr produce to
Singapore in large quantities, and we
cannot send it to Ceylon at all, In the
Tropics even potatoes have to be held !i
cool storage.

Mr. Griffithri: Ceylon has cool storage
works,

lion. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It has
privately owned ice works, and when I
was there apples were 27s. a case. Bud'
works are run to make a profit; no regard
is paid to our markets. These works are
really not available to us. However, toe
first thing is to concern ourselves with
production.

Mr. Griffths: Markets and production
should go hand in hand.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL . It is
easier and more popular to talk of markets
than of production. One sieeds. to know
very little of the subject to raise a cry
for more markets. We had a compulsory
wheat pool which was very well handled
and did a lot of good. To-day we have a
voluntary pea1. A pool should be backed
by legislative authority because, where
we have a voluntary pool, the trustees
cannot be expected to take the responsi-
bility.

Mr. (Iriffiths: The voluntary pool in this
State was more economically worked than
that in the Eastern States.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL : That
way be so. It may be found that the
trustees will land themselves in a responsi-
bility they do not want, and that the in-
terests of the farmers are not watched as
they might be. We have trustees of tI'e
voluntary pool here; they are Messrs.
Monger, Harper, Basil Murray and Tees-
dale. The Westralian Farmers do practi-
cally all the work. The trustees have
only to engage them to do it, to supervise
and watch them, and see that the farmers
get a fair deal. Up to date the Govern-
ment have had no responsibility in the
matter, and it has been no concern of
theirs. I do not know whether the 'Min-
iater intends to take a hand in the market-
ing of wheat this year, and whether thaz'
would be a guarantee and an advantage

to the farmers. No doubt he will first
inform the Rouse of his intentions and
we can then discuss the question. For
the marketing of wheat I suggest it would
bu a good thing to have va Act dealing
with the voluntary pool. The four gentle-
men I have mentioned are already watch-
ing the interests of the farmers, who have
not complained. Two of those gentlemen
are members of the Westralian Farmers
Ltd., who are engaged in handling the
wheat. The responsibility in connection
with the voluntary pool this year will be
considerable. I hope we shall have a big
harvest and a lot of wheat to ship. If
we gave our attention to the necessary
legislation governing the matter, it would
ho a good thing. I do not know whetbor
private firms that ship wheat on consign-
ment take any responsibility for the grain
entrusted to their care for sale. If any
firm did undertake the responsibility ift
would require to be substantially paid for
doing so. We should give our attention
to the marketing of wheat to that extent.
I hope the information the Minister has
gleaned from the Far East will receive
attention at the hands of members, and
be made available to the public. Th~e
public ought to know how far the sugges
tions that have been put forward by
representatives of the Far East can
be accepted, and how trade can be
encouraged and increased with that
part of the world. We can talk
of marketing only with a limited knowledge
of the markets of the world, Australia, In-
dia, and the Argentine produce an average
of shout 11 bushels of wheat to the acre,
Canada about 13 bushels, and New Zeaand,
Denmark And England produce mnuch higher
averages, but not enough for themselves.
The cost of production in the last three
countries named is so high that we can
compete with them on our lower average.
The principle of marketing is of great im-
partance. Some people are concerned about
the future prices of wheat. We know where
the world's wheat fields are, and whet they
can do, and that the population of the ;vorld
is nearly 700,000,000, and increasing all the
time. The difficulty of feeding all those
people is no less than it was before, and we
can see that there is a good opportunity for
uis to supply food in greater quantities than
has previously been the ease. If we can get
better ma-rkets than those -nwe are now using,
it will be a good thing. Some people advo-
cate shipping wheat as floor, and keeping
the bran and pollard for ourselves, but other
countries want grain Just as much as we do.

Mr. Griffiths: See what China has done
in that respect of late years.

Hon. Sir JAMES 'MITCHELL: It is im-
possible to force flour upon the world i~f it
wants grain. If we could only get someone
on the committee the 'Minister has spoken of,
possessing a thorough knowledge of the
worldl's market, the products of the world,
and the marketing facilit Yes of the world, he
would be very usfl but such men are few
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and far between. It takes a lifelong study
to acquire that amount of knowledge, and
the average man does Dot know where to
begin his research work.

.Mr. G~riffiths; There are plenty of avenues
for research.

Hion. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Maeny
men have a natural instinct to take the
wrong avenue.

The Premier: The bon. member leaves all
the avenues of the ahole world open to us.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: This is
not a question for the ordinary man, but
for one who has had a lifelong experience,
has special knowledge and aptitude for the
subj~ect, and knows all about the producing
centres of the world. Without such know-
ledge it is almost f utile to expect to get
the information required. This State can
produce many different kinds of products.
On the groups there will be pigs, and bacon
factories will be established at Albany, Pem-
berton, and Bussellon. We shall also have
our butter factories. In addition to our
dairy produce and the fruit that will be
grown, there will be many other products
that arc not now grown. Thbe crops of Aus-
tralia are few, but the crops of the world
are many. We shall find many things that
are profitable, all of which will improve the
outlook for the agriculturist. It is well to
keep or eye on the markets, even if we are
not now growing certain lines of produce.
I take it the hon. member has in mind the
products of the future.

Mr. Griffiths: I am thinking Of a lot wea
have now, such as fresh and dried fruits.

Hon. Sir JAM.%ES MITCHELL: I want
something more than that done. Flax is
grown in New Zealand. We can grow it too,'
and a great many other things that we re-quire. There is no reason why we should
not make our own bags, and grow our owu
cotton. If there were an inquiry to enable
us to determine what products we can best
grow, there would be something in it. There
are many thiugs that are not thought of
here yet, which can be grown, and no doubt
can be sold to the world. Not long ago I
made an attempt to get a 10-lb. box of table
raisins, but no one could tell me where to
go.

Mr. Taylor: Have you found out sineet
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes, a

box was sent to me.
The Mlinister for Lands: If you want good

dried fruit, go to Toodyny.
Mr. Sampson: Or send to the Dried Fruits

Association.
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The

housewife ouight to know, and the Public
ought to know where to go for such things.
Are they to go to Bean 'a, or some other
establishment?

Mr. Sampson: That question is being con-
sidered nnw.

Hon. Sir JAMES ?.flTC'HET,: T know
the 'Minisrer sniw sonme fine dried fruits from
Toodvny. hit can he say to whom one should
write for more of such products, how much
could be supplied, and at what prie? On

the Swan wonderful fruit is grown, and
the public can obtain it through the Dried
Fruits Assoeiation. I ooly wish they would
do so. If some of the ladies who are in-
terestvd in helping Western Australia would
get together orders for 2,000 10ib. boreal ol
dried raisins, they could do it with great
advantage to the industry. The price would
he stated, and people would know what
they would have to pay when sending in their
orders. This, however, is not done, and no
one knows where to get such products.

Mr. Sampson: Arrangements are being
made for small parcels to be sent out.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: This is
not the fault of the grower. The 'Minister
for Lands ought to he able to take borne to
his wife a hex of raisins when he goes home
late, hut he does not know where to get it.

Mr. Taylor: Hfe always takes chocolates.
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: What we

want to do is to find out how we can get
supplies for our own consumption. We must
also let the people in the back country and
on the goldfields know that we have a first.
clams dried fruit product for sale in any
quantity and at a reasonable price.

Mr. Griffiths: That is what T am, after.
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL; The bon.

member has been so long after it.
Mr. Griffiths: You have done nothing yet.
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: T have

not said I am after it.
Mr. Griffiths: You have talked a lot

about production, but have not done any-
thing to provide markets.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We have.
We have a market for everything we produce
except dried fruits.

Mr. Griffiths: It is lack of Organisation
that leads to the stuff not being sold.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I under.
stand the chief difficulty is in regard to
table raisins, and that there is a good s
for sultanas.

Mr. Sampson: Yes; currants and raisins
are the trouble.

',%r. Griffths: The second-grade stuff is
the trouble.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: That is
always difficult to sell. I am glad the hon.
member has interested himself in this mat.
ter, and I hope I have not offended him or
discouraged him. I know the difficulty of
getting fruit to the farmer. The hon. mem.-
her says I have done nothing. I suggested
that a truck load of fruit should be sent out
to the farmers, and gave every assistance
I could for testing the market in that way,
but nothing was done.

Mr. Griffiths: They are not keeping up
the standard of their frit.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Then the
Rouse is Dot responsible for that position.
As the Ministers who have spoken indicated,
the bon. menmber need not be concerned
about the products from the group settle.
ints and the Peel ettate. for we have a
ready market for their products locally. If
we can do something for the dried fruit
indtistry, let us do it, either here or over.
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seas. I ami glad to know that the hon.
member is concerning himself about this
problem but I am convinced 'that Ministers
hare the correct bang of the position. Our
own people are not getting a sufficiently
plentiful supply of fruit at a reasonable
rate. Let us see that they get their *i-
quiremen'ts iuet and then turn our attention
elsewhkere.

Mr. J. 11. SMITH (Nelson) [5.31)t f
support the nmotion. I agree with the Gov-
ernment that there is ito necessity to worry
about the Peel Estate and the group settle-
meats, because we have a ready market for
their products within our own shores. We
need niot worry regarding the export of
wheat, wool or timber. At the same time
I am surprised that the Minister has not
seen his way clear to agree to $the appoint-
ment of a select committee. Hie seems to
fear that it will end in the appointment
of a Royal Conission. While I am
agreeable to a select committee I would
oppose the appointment of 9, Royal
Corn milSiOnl to deal with this question.
The Leader of the Opposition seemed
'to concern himself about our dried fruits.
I agree that that does represent a prob-
lem, but we have to consider the position
of those who are engaged in exporting ap-
plea, oranges and other fresh fruits from
Western Australia. Many thousands of
pounds are invested in our orchards in the
Sou'th-Weist. Despite that, our orchardists
do not receive an adequate price for their
fruit. They are below the bread and butter
line and axe not in the same satisfatory
position as those engaged in growing wool
and wheat. Before the war thu fruit in-
dustry was on a sound basis and the Or-
chnrdis'ts wvere making good. The war up-
set all our calculations. We have appointed
a select committee to inquire into the mar-
keting of fruit and other commodities in the
metropolitan area. If that question war-
rnrts the, appointment of a comunittee of
inquiry, surely the: larger question of ex-
porting our products should also warrant
the appointment of a select committee. I
presume we have different opinions regard-
ing the Feat methods to be adopted in ex-
portiug fruit and 'thus saving this industry.
If it can he suggested that we should
appoint a sellect committee to discuss the
export questiun, something mutst be wrong.
I desire to say something that may no't be
received with favour in some quarters. I
refer to the 'mgc'ts and the co-operative
movelrent. There can he no true co-opera-
tion when individual growers break away
from the co-operative movement and send
forward inferior quality fruit for exporft to
the Old Country. Such consignments damn
the State 'a products. We must have stand-
ardisation to govern oar exports, and the
nly way to achieve that object'is 'to pass
legislation. Adequate inspection of the
fruit, either through a board or through
Government inspectors, should be set uip.

The expense involved should be paid for by
the individual growers on a pro rata basis
according to the quan'tity of fruit de-
spatched by themn. At present we have
Patersoins, the Westralian Farmers, Wills
andi (o., lalgetys, and several other firms
who are operating in the fruit industry,
acting as shipping agents and exporters on
behalf of *the various growers. They are
all living on the grower. On the other side
ot the world there is no system in operation
in the overseas markets. There are just as
unscrupluous people at the other end as
there are here. I have letters to prove that
growers ore gc'tting only U1s. or 12s. for
their fruit sold in the Old Country. That
fruit is bought up by individuals or com-
binations, and sold to the public for from
20s. to 25.q. a case. The grower on the star-
vation line here is losing money by export-
ing his fruit and these persons in the Old
Country are living on us. A eeledt corn-
juitte is warranted to inquire into these
matters, and the Government should agree
to it. There is no fear of a Rojal Commis.
sion that will go to Java, Singapore and
other parts. Let a selec't committee go into
the question, gather data for presentation
to Parliament and evolve a scheme for bet-
ter marketing for presentation to the Min-
ister. Ilt will be a cheap method of con-
ducting the inquiry. The select committee
could call upon growers and others inter-
ested in the industry to ascertain their
views. A concrete scheme could be put be-
fore the Minister and I feel sure tha't hon.
member is fair-minded enough and has a
sufficiently keen insight into the whole ques-
tion, to deal adequately with the position
in the interests of the fruit-grower gener-
ally. The export 'trade must be placed on
a moore satisfactory basis, and unless that
is done, the induatry will go by the hoard.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford)
[5.371: Clearly as I recognise that market-
ing is a big problem in Western Auqtrailia,
I question whether any good will be done at
the present jancture by means of an in-
quiry by a select committee. As the mem-
ber for Nelson (Mr. J1. H. Smith) truly
said, grave difficulty is experienced in the
marketing of our fruit, That is the experi-
cure at the other end, and that pn~ition is
aggravated at this end by the want of uu;.r
vision and control. The only war natis ac
tory supervision and control can he obtained
here is to place someone in authority to ex-
ercise that neces'sary power.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Legislation is neces-
sary.

Eon. W. D. JOHNSON: We will never
have control over the export of Trnit and
other commodities unless the (3crerument
provide the necessary authority by mneans of
legislation. 'When -four or fire different
merchants are competing to secure supplies
for the world's markets, and are propared
to take advantage of what markets are
available, we will always have inquiries for
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commodities, and merchants accepting that
which is not. up to standard in order to
maintain their trade connection. The
only way to overcome that is to adopt the
praetice in operation in Queensland, where
all fruit must g6 through a central orgaui-
sation. Representations have already been
made to the Minister for Agriculture, par-
ticutarly on behalf of the dried fruit and
fresh grape prowers. The position affects
those growers rather than orchardists en-
gaged in the production of apples, pears
and oranges. The difficulties of the grape
growers are largely due to the fact
that increased areas have been put under
vines, Those vines grow comparatively
quickly, with the result that many vine-
yards have colle into bearing lately, mainly
through the expenditure of repatriation
money. That increased settlement has meant
increased production and while we have
achieved that, we have done nothing to pro-
vide markets for the augunrented production.
People who hare been engaged in grape
growing for a considerable period, find that
their whole business is undernined and
those who have been engaged in the indus-
try from childhood and know all about the
requirements of the market, now find that
the organisation they have spent years in
perfecting has been set aside by the produc-
tion of less experienced growers. To-day
the whole fruit market is disorganised bothi
locally and overseas. There is but one way
to overcome that, and it is fur the Gov-
ernment to provide some authority to con-
trol and supervise the industry. Represen-
tations were mad~e to the Minister who was
appealed to for necessary action. While the
Minister expressed a doubt as to whether
anything could be done thii year, I hope he
will realise the paramount importance of
this question to the growers, and that he will
yet find an opportunity to introduce a Bill
along the lines of the Queensland Act. The
relief necessary from the present acute po-
sition can only be obtained by way of legis-
lation. Before the war little difficulty was
experienced in mnarketing our various fruits.
There was a wonderful market available
and perhaps the best was found at Hamburg
where a considerable quantity of our pro-
ducts found its way. Those avennes have
gone. Again, f do not think the packing
of our fruit has been very satisfactory.

Mr. J. H. Smith: We got 25q. a. case for
our fruit there last year, hut the exchange
problem was the difficulty.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: We should see
to it that our fruit is sent away in the best
condition possible,, snrl if that he done we
ought to get as good results as in former
years. The trouble is that legislation is re-
quired in this State to give someone au-
thoritir to see that only the best fruit is ex-
ported, anid that it is sent away in such a
maniner that it will land on the overseas
market in ut-cent condition. We also want
some knowledge as to what is done at the
other end with regard to marketing facili-

ties. If I thought a select committee could
go into that question I would support it.
But there is no opportunity to do that. So
acute is the position that the co-operative
niovemlent has seat a representative to Lon-
don for the purpose of closely investigating
the position. The whole of the co-opera-
tiv-e societies of Australia arc, combined for
the purpose of establishing a co-operative
handling and a marketing organization in
behalf of the Empire. The value of that
organ isation, however, is discounted by the
fact that so nuny States are sending fruit
to* the other end of the world, and
whilst inexperience and carelessness are
nndc-rwining the markets, so the care-
less exi orter is injuring the organisa-
tion at tire other end. If we have
an organisat ion at this end regulated by an
Act of Parliament, it 'will automiatically over-
come the difficulties that are being experi-
enced at tire other end of the world. We do
not require a select committee to go into
that matter at all; all we need is leg-isla-
tive authority whichl will empower some or-
ganiisatien to regulate affairs at this end. I
do not want it to be thought that I do not
recognise the great difficulties we are ex-
periencing throughout Australia, in regard
to the miarketing of onr produce. I na of
opinion that even with those commodities
that are comparatively easily disposed of,
particularly wool and wheat, if we had some
more attention devoted to the details of mar-
keting by an export authority, and we could.
reduce the cost considerably, we should in-
crease the value of those products.

Mr. Taylor: You surely do not want to
increase fuirther the price of wooll

H4on. W. DI. JOHNSON: In recent times
wyool has considerably improved in value.
IL was not referring to the increase in the
price, but to the fact that we have arrived
at a stage when people arc coming to Aus-
tralia to buy our wool instead of our send-
ing it overseas for the purpose of sale.
At the present mromnt we have buyers
amongst us representing practically all the
European countries of any importance.
When we get competition of that kind at
ear very doors, it gives us the opportunity
to organise on a better basis than if we
had to export, as we export our wheat to-
day. But whilst we have that advantage
I am convinced that we can reduce he
cost of handling, and the cost of market-
ing to the producer, if Parliament will
realise that we want to foster and controll
the co-operative system of handling and
marketing so as to centralise the whole of
the commodities in the bands of those wh
are the producers. There is no need for
the producers to carry on their shoulders
so many expensive organizations to do
that which they themselves could do and
which could be done with a little encour-
agement and assistance from the Govern-
ment. Marketing is essentially a function
of government and it is on marketing
that the Government should concentrate.
Even with wool there should be some
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concentration of thought, so that the

enormious profit being made by the ixt-
dividual handlers should be saved to the
producers. This could be done by a kind
of pooling system. The marketing of
wheat has improved considerably since the
pooling system was introduced. It may
initerest members to know that. the
standard wheat of the world has always
been unoderstood to be Manitoba No. I
Northern. It is supposed to be graded to
the last possibility, and so high is the
standard that there are countries where
the climatic and other conditions do not
permit of that special grade being pro-
duced. The wheat in Western Australia
is taken straight from the harvester aitd
put into bags without any grading at all.
The whole of the Manitoba wheat 7s
graded. We merely bag ours, pat it eu.
the ship and send it to the other end of
the world. Since the pooling system has
been introduced, however, we are getting
2d. and 3d. per bushel more than the
Manitoba No. I. Northern is fetching.
That did not obtain before the pooling
system was introduced, but since then we
have materially improved the marketing
conditions of Western Australia and to.
day ours is recognised as one of the beax&
wheats in the world and it is fetching a
higher price than the special Manitoba
wheat. One might say that in the wheat
market we have accomplished everything
that is necessary. That is not so. We
are not getting for our wheat the pice
that we should he receiving. We have
competition in regard to wheat and that
leads to the same difficulty except perhaps
in a proportion less thtan that existing in
regard to other commodities. If we had
one Organisation handling and exporting
our wheat we could so regulate the market
as to maintain the true value of Western
Australian wheat. But to-day we are in
competition with others that are exporters
and it is that very competition that brin gs
about the decreased price that we find is
the case in respect of fruit. Therefore
much as one appreciates the improvelment
that has taken place, we cannot get away
from the fact that we have not taken the
fullest advantage of what might have
been done. I have no desire to touch on
the question of production from gronp
settiements, except to say that I want to
speed the day when we shall produce
from the groups those Commodities that
Western Australia wants and which we
are obliged at the present time to get
from Eastern Australia. There is no need
for us to investigate markets for tb.3
group settlements. The question there is
undoubtedly one of production, and that
is so slow comparatively that one becomes
doubtful as to whether we Can speed up
to that extent that we shall be able to
overtake onr own needs. That does not
require the appointment of aL select corn-
mittee. I have seen sufficient to satisfy
me that there is a reat possibility of in-

crease in butter production in the State.
We can see that there is an extension of
the areas under pasture, and that peopre
are taking a more serious view of the need
for butter production, and the possibilities
of p~rofit that exist in connection with
dairy in g in Western Australia. Still 'We
have to go a long way before we can over-
take the demiands of the State. I suggest
to the member for York who moved the
motion that he should withdraw it. If it
he defeated, that may be construed into
meaning that those of us that are favour-
able to doing all that is possible to en-
courage the fostering and marketing of
our comminodities, are opposed to the sub-
ject, or are indifferent to it. Having
withdrawn his motion, the hon. member
should try to assist in the introduction of
a marketing measure which could be put
through in a minimum of time so as to
protect the State's interests and obviate
the enormous losses that have been and
are still being experienced. In this
respect I needI only refer to what took
place last year when grape growers
brought their product to market only to
have to cart it back again. Yet through-
out the State people went without grapes,
and just because the marketing arrange-
ments were not properly organised. While
an organisation does try to overcome 'the
difficulty, as the member for Nelson (Mr.
J. H. Smith) has pointed out, there a:e
always those who will not do a fair thing,
and who are always ready to undermine
any effort made by individuals to improve
the system of marketing. 'We have come
to the conclusion that there is only one
way of overcoming the difficulty and that
is to follow the example set by Queens,
land. Everybody recognisca that market
ing is a science. To-day we are suffering
from what may be said to be over-
production. But there is no such thing
as over-production. We require legislation
to provide that the growers shall so
market their commodities in the manner
that is done in Queensland, and so get
the best possible price.

Mr. SAMPSON rose to speak.

Mr. SPEAKER: Has not the hon. mem-
her already spoken?

Mr. SAMPSON: Yes, I wish to speak
to the amendment.

Mr. SPEAKER:. The amendment has
already been disposed of.

Mr. SAMPSON: Perhaps I can ask
another member to move a further amend-
ment so as to enable me to speak.

Mr. nRIHARDSO'N (Subinco) ro.01]
move an amendment-

That the wrdns "U1.S.A., Canada, Bur-
ope, etc.,, be strut'1: o'it.

The Minister for Agriculture: That is
not an amendment; you are only playing
with the matter nowv.

1100



I[1 OCTOBER, 1924.] 1101

The Premier: As a matter of fact you
are too late to move an amendment now.

Mr. RICHARDSON: I have submitted
the amendment and 1 shall await the Speak-
er's riding.

Mr. SPEAKER: The question before the
House at the present~time is the acceptance
or otherwise of the motion as amended. The
lion, member's proposal means an amend-
meat to the amendment that has been car-
ried. The lion. member is not in order in
moving such an amendment. The question
before the House now is that the motion
as amended be agreed to.

Mr. Sampson: I have not had an oppor-
tunity of speaking to the motion as amended.
I spoke to the original motion. I take it
I would be in order in speaking to the
motion as amended.

Mr. SPEAKER: The bon. member would
have been in order in speaking to the amend-
mneat, but the Amendm~ent has merged in the
motion, and the hon. member has spoken on
the original motion and therefore cannot
speak again.

lion. Sir Jamnes.Mitchell: Do I understand
you to rule, Sir, that a further amendment
cannot be moved, but that if other amend-
mnents were desired, they should have been
moved at the somie timet

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not the posi-
tion. We have amnended this motion, and
that is the question now, There is no amend-
ment before the House which can be further
amended.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Buat there is
a motion,

Mr. SPEAKER: The motion as amended
is being discussed. That is the position
nlow.

lHon. Sir James Mfitchell: And no further
amendment can be moved?

Mr. SPEARER: A further amendment
can he moved, but not an amendment to the
amendment, as was proposed by the member
for Subiaco.

Mr. Richardson: Do I take it, then, that
any motion that has been amended cannot
he further amended, Air. Spenker9

Mr. SPEAKER: No. I have already ruled
thnt it can he further amended. I can
take a further amendment, hut it must not
be an amendment of an amendment that has
been dealt with. It must be altogether
subsequent.

Mr. Sampson: May I say that the discus-
sion which followed on this motion--

Mr. SPEAKER: Is the hon. member dis-
puting my ruling?

.Mr. Sampson: No, Sir.
Mr. SPEARER: What is- the point!

There is no question before the Chair ex-
cept the one.

Ifr. Sampson: Mfay I ask for an explana-
tion on this point?

MT. SPEAKER: No. There is no ques-
tion before the Chair at the present time
except one, and that is that the motion as
amended be agreed to.

Mr. Sampson: I desire to askc a ouestion.
T wish to obtain information on this point.

I have no desire to bold up the House un-
duly.

Mr. SPEAKER: Make no comments,
Mr. Sampson: I want to ask, Sir, since

the amendment hap been carried, here is a
new phase which the member for Subiaco,
desires to introduce.

Mir. SPEAKER: I have ruled upon that
point. It is no new phase. The amendment
now suggested is an amendment to the
amendment which has been carried.

Hon. Sir James 'Mitchell: Hordly, Sir.
Mr. SPEAKER: It was no other than

an amendment to the amendment, and
therefore I cannot take it as being now in
order. Anything subsequent to that may be
moved as an amendment, if hon. members
so desire.

.Mr. Sampson: This is subsequent.
Mr. SPEAKER: Hon. members must not

dispute my ruling, and they must at once
state what their amendments are, so that 1
may consider whether the amendments are
in order or not. The amendment of the
member for Subiaco is not in order.

M r. GRIFFITHS (Avon-in reply)
[63.61: Some five weeks ago I moved this
motion, and it has dragged on rather
lengthily. However, when I brought for-
ward the two motions which were moved on
the 3rd September, I did so in all sineeri'ty.
I brought them forward because I thought
that ot any rate, if they did nothing else,
they would lend to useful discussion and
bring out prominently the need for certain
action being taken. I resent the remarks
of an honorary Minister who stated, so
"'Hansard"' tells me, that the member for
Avon seemed to have an idea that the sub-
mitting of such a motion gave him an ad-
vertisement throughout 'the State, And thant
he was looking for publicity.

The Minister for Agriculture: Who said
that?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The Honorary Min-
ister; not the Minister for Agriculture, who
spoke very nicely. I may tell the House
that T have just comnple'ted a journey of
some 600 miles in order to be here to-night,
and that I am compelled to travel back to
Merredin by goods train to-morrow. Such
being the strength of my desire to speak on
the motion, hon. members mudt realise that
I have the motion at heart and am not
merely looking for publicity. I can get
plenty of publcity if I like. Having ex-
pressed nmy indignation at what was said
by the Honorary Minister, I would now
reply to the Minister for Agriecnl'ture, who
said-

I regret that the mover of this motion
appears to be unfortunate in his efforts
to secure investigation. While I view his
intention with every sympathyv, T cannot
regard the select committee for which he
is moving as being necessary.

I wish to prove that investigation is tiesa-
san'. It has been mentioned that there are
various committees and boards, Federal as
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well ani State, investigating the question of
marketing. Juhst recently our Miniter for
Agriculture was waited upon by a deputa-
tion, and in that connection he objected
strongly to the members of the deputation
arrogating -to themselves the right to speak
for the fruitgrowers as a whole. I believe
he rightly objected, because the deputation
did not represent all the fruitgrowers.

The Minister for Agriculture: That was
not the point. They wanted to dictate to
me whom I should see.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The Minister was
right in objecting. However, the incident
showed plainly that whilst a certain advis-
ory body approached the Minister, there
were other sections of tbe fruitgrowers
which were not likely to be influenced by
the memiber for Swan (Mr. Sampson).
Just about that time 1 went to a meeting
of Upper Swan grape growers, which meet-
ing passed resolutions that really support
my ac'tion. Those resolutions read-

That the Western Australian dried
fruits industry requires protection against
the Eastern States dumping. That the
disposal of low-grade dried fruits is their
big problem, and hence the erection of a
dieftillery is a crying need. That they
approve of an Act on the lines of the
Queensland Marketing Act. That dried
fruits exported and imported should come
under such Act. That city markets should
be nmnde available as a depot adjacent to
the cool stores. That 'the sheds at Fre-
mantle should be improved, even if they
were louvred. That the meeting strongly
objected to the statement, made without
authority, 'that the railway vans distuiba-
tion was a failure, and that this statement
was incorrect, as such distribution was,
on the contrary, a success, and would no
doubt prove even a grater success this
season. That the meeting of grape grow-
ers Of the Upper Swan district heartily
approved and supported the motion moved
in the Legislative Assembly.

These people have exported 200 tons of
fruit, and they are having further in-
quiries, even from San Franeiso. Their
chief eoniplain't was that the Slav grape
growers would not eo-operate, but went
around retailing poor stuff and thus spoil-
ing the market for good fruit; hence the
necessity for a marketing Act and a dis-
tillery. Three days later I got a letter
from'-the Dried Fruit Growers' Association
of Western Australia, reading-

At an executive meeting of this asso-
ciation held on the 9th September, I was
instructed to write you advising that this
association was pressing for an Act of
Parliamen't to control the grape section
of the fruit industry on the lines of the
Queensland Act, and to request you Dot
to press Parliament for a Commission to
inquire into the position, as such would
be most likely used by the Opposition to
shelve 'the Bill, and so prejudice the work

we have done. This industry is at pre-
sent in such a deplorable condition that
unless statutory powers be given to the
growers this session, wide-spread distress
and ruin will prevail. I ask your help
and support to the proposedl measures,
and shall be pleased to give you any in-
formation in my power.

There i- aijother opposing se~tion.
Mr. Sampson: They do not understand

yalir motion. It goes further than fruit.
.Mr. GRIFFITHS: Yes, my motion deals

with butter, ba-an, ce cscarnd other products,
which, however, I haul not so am-ch in my
taind as the soldier-settler problem.

Mr. Wilson: Who inveigled the soldiers
in'to fruit growing?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Various State Gov-
ernmlents.

Mr. Wilson: Only one.
Mr. GRIIFFITHS: AUl the State Govern-

meats. They -ot soldiers and oth.-rs to go
on the land, but failed at the same time to
take steps to provide an outlet for the pro-
ducts. Even if the motion is not carried,
I have a deal of information which I be-
lieve will be useful to the Minister for
Agriculture. But I amn thoroughly in earnest
about the matter, and I do believe 'that a
great deal of good "~ould result from the
appointmsent of a select committee. I bave
quoted various opinions to show that there
is no continuity of action on the part of the
various committees and boards. They are
always at dead ends. My desire in to aist
the Minister for Agriculture, and I wish
also to bring before him the Queensland
marketing scheme. I give the Queensland
Government cedit for having recognised
that there was somdthing behind what was
being done by other Governments of the
world, and for having copied the action of
those other Governments. I think Western
Australia should copy that action also.
There is no question of party abodt this at
all; the matter is too important. The dried
fruit industry and also the fresh fruit in-
dustry are in such a parlous condition that
it is up to us to sink any little differences
we may have, and come together to assist
the growers. There is a body known as the
Australian Dried Fruits Association, but
the Upper Swan growers have withdrawn
from that body. Mr. Yeates, who is one of
this State's representatives on the Federal
Advisory Council, and who was the chair-
man at the meeting referred to, stated that
he viewed with alarm the dumping of the
Eastern States surplus on our local market,
and that he 'thought every inquiry should be
made, and representations made to prevent
thi3. If a Federal scheme was evolved for
better marketing, special representations
should be made to get some system of co-
operation, in order to preserve our industry
and prevent a repe~tition of the Rayner's
jam, factory iniquity. Those words were
spoken by Mr. Yeates when supporting a
vote of thanks to myself. It has been
stated here that the Federal people are
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initiating a fruit marketing scheme of their
own. The States are supposed to be doing
something in the same direction.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.50 P.M.

Mr. GRIFITHS: Before tea. I was en-
deavouring to show that mast of the com-
mittees appointed ate working at loose
ends. The abject of my motion was to
get suck infarmstion as would help the
activities at those various bodies, bring
them into line and so secure some co.
ordination. The Minister for Lands said
there was no necessity for the inquiry. L
say there is every necessity. We have
been too prone to wait until some diff-
culty arises before we tackle it. I could
quate many instances where we hsve fol-
lowed the wait-a-while policy before we
set about improving things. All over thea
-world Governments innumerable are tak-
ing up the question of marketing as their
prerogative, with a view to finding out-
lets for the products of their several
countries. High prices that obtained
during the war brought about an unreail
prosperity for the Australian fruit growei2,
particularly the producers of dried fruit,
and stimulated the industry to snob an
extent that many persons took up
holdings without consideration of produc-
tion. The fruitgrower, once he has
planted his vines, cannot change his posi-
tion. To-day he is very largely dependent
on overseas markets. Figures given in the
Federal House the other night showed that
in 1921 there were available for export
13,765 tons; in 1922 it had risen to 19,538
tons; in 1923 it was 25,709 ton;, and in
1924 it reached 24,000 tans. Itt is ex-

pcted that next year the quantity will
bup to 50,000 tons. Under the arrange-

ment the A.D1F.A. has made the export-
able quota is 75 per cent, of currants, 84
per cent. of sultanas and 60 per cent. of
lexias. Clearly, therefore, the producers
can no longer be content with the local
market. Owing to the high wages paid,
the gruitgrowers are compelled to produce
under great difficulties, as compared with
the enuditions obtaining on the shores of
the Mlediterranean. Most people know
that it takes 4lbs. of grapes to mnake l1b.
of raisins. To get a payable price the
grower must secur3 for his 4lbs. of fruit
2 2/7d. per pound. If lie cannot get thlat,
the Federal Pill provides thnt the defiei-
ency up to £40 shiall he snprliedl by the
Federal Government. In the meantiine
advances are made as loans against the
whole of the sustenance up to 30s. per
ton per month. Two or three years ago
the Australian Dried Fruits Association
entered into an expensive advertising cam-
paign and so created a grat demand for
their fruit. That was all right so long
as the supply was not too great; but as
their vines came into bearing the supply
became so great that they- could no longer
command their earlier prices. The chief

trouble was that those who would Dot join
in with the ass aciation were getting sit the
benefit, were buying on the local market
and selling overseas- in other word;, they
were scabbing on their fellows.

Mr. Heron: You want a union there.
Mr. GRIFFITHS ;A calculation was

put up in the Federal House the other
night showing that the dried fruit con-
sumed by 51Mr million persons in Australia
amounts to lot, per person per annum. It
was stated that if we could get the people
of Australia to eat 4ozs. each per annum
we should not need trouble about overseas
markets. But in the meantime all these
various bodies are working at loose endg.
The co-operative people are trying to dio
something, but they have a pretty hard
row to hoe. I remember that when, dur-
ing the war, we had an apple glut I wrote
to the apple-growers of the South-West
and told them that if they would send
their fruit up here to Perth I would under-
take to run the place without any charge
to the growers vur my services until the
enterprise was placed on a satisfactory
basis. At the time there was a lot of
talk in the newspapers about what was
termed my generous offer. On the other
hand, some, like the Minister here, were
inclined to think I was looking for
advertisement. Of course, interested
people asked straight oat what I was
going to get out of it. As a matter of
fact, I was going to get a lot of hard
work out of it. Still, we couild not get
those growers to come together.

Mr. Teesdale- I suppose they thought
you might get- away with their apples.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: There was a lack of
organisation amongst them. The farmer
is the hardest animal in the world to
organise. I have told them all that. I
hare found that one cannot get the farmer
to organise by himiself.

Mr. Taylor: 'He would have a bit of a
job, wouldn't he?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: What I mean is he
will not do it voluntarily. The question
arises whether something cannot be done
by the Government, and in consideration
of a scheme that is by no menus new-in
fact it has been expounded here often
enough, but I propose to explain it all
again before I sit down-

Mr. SPEAKER: I point out to the hon.
member that it is not in order for him to
introduce new matter. He must confne
his speech strictly to answering tho~e argu-
ments already adaraaed, and must not intro-
duce@ any new or freshly debatable matter.

Mfr. GRIFFITHS: I am not introducing
new matter. Take the position of the
fruitgrowers in relation to arbitration.
There has been such a tremendous in-
crease in cost as to warrant the legislation
being brought forward in the Federal
House.

Mr. Taylor: No one in this debate has
said anything about arbitration.
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Mfr. GRIFFITHS: These people are in
such a plosition that it is necessary somw-
thing should be done. We must not leavo
them to endeavour to improve the position
themselves.

3Mr. Marshall: Why didn't you say that
in your opening speech?

Mr. GRIPFITlIS: Take the soldiers.
They are right up against it. Many of
them have been placed on land where it
is impossible for them to make good. In
1912 the comparative cost of developiug
a 15-acre block of fruit land was £1,025;
this year it is £1,880. So in the mere
development of a block there has been an
enormous increase. Again, in 1912 to
produce a pound of raisins cost £317,
whereas it now costs £558. So to secure
a product worth £28 those people have to
spend £E37. I have already expressed mny
willingness to help the Minister. I will
give him all the information I have. If1
the motion be not carried I will do what
I can for him. As to inquiring into co.
operative schemes, let me say that in
America they have under Government
control a co-operation and markets branch.
I have here a financial report of the Agri-
cultural Board of MAnitoba. It is pub-
lished by the direction of the lion. T. M.
Hamilton, Minister for Agriculture. Ila
British Columbia they have a journal
published under the auspices of the
Government. I1 have here a copy,
the principal article in which, an
article on agriculture, was written hy
the Secretary for Agriculture. I men-
tion this to show that other countries
are doing much to develop markets for their
producers. Much has been said about ~our
group settlements. Production in the South-
West will not be confined to butter, bacon
and dairy produce. A lot of fruit will be
grown ther.-. The apple-growers. round about
Manjimup, Balingup and other parts have
been in a parlous position in -regard to the
marketing of their fruit. On several occa-
sions there have been gluts in the market.
There are phases of the industry in the
South-West that an inquiry such as I sug-
gest could cover. As regards butter, bacon,
etc., I hope it will not be many years hefore
production overtakes local needs. Tn the
wheat belt there has been a great increase
in the production of cream. Coming down
in the train only last night I Saw cream
cans galore. In moy motion I mentioned the
Trouip settlements and the Feel Estate with
the idiea of urgine the Government to do
something in advance. MVembers have
spoken of flax, cotton and tobacco. I am
not bothering about those commodities, hut
we should not adopt a wait-a-while policy ink
regard to other lines of produce until our
difficulties commence. Every visitor from
the Old ("nuntrv tells us tha our producets
are not well paeced end are not standardiised.
On the other hand some of our producers
are senkdine Away their commodities in very
fine order. We shouldt endeavour to eet our
produce shipped under the best possible Conk-

ditions. In the Federal Hoose Mr-. Stewart
spoke of the need for co-ordinating the land
liolicies of the States. He said-

The question of finding markets for our
produicts should be considered in conjunc-
tion with proposals for land settlement.
It is of no use our producing dried fruits,
oranges, apples, lemons, or other agri-
cultural products of any kind, no matter
how fine thcir quality, if we are unable to
dispose of them in the markets of the
world. L'nder present conditions the Gov-
emuient must depend largely on depart-
mental officers.

It was pointed out that certain people would
not co-operate and were what in another call-
ing would he termed scabs. They would not
co-operate with their fellow men in an en-
denayour to get better mnarketing conditions.
I appreciated the remarks of the member for
(iuildford (H1on. W. D. Johnson) who, I
believe, was sincere in his statements.

The Minister for Lands: Would you sup-
piort a Bill to make everyone join a unioif

Mr. GRIFF'ITHS: Mr. Theodore intro-
duced a scheme in Queensland.

The Minister for Lands: His policy is
not your policy. Like the member for Swan
you want only one side of it.

Mr. Sampson: That is not a union,
The Minister for Lands: What else is it?
Mr. Sampson: A scheme of co-operation.
Mr. GRIFFITHS: Call it what we may,

the scheme baa been copied from America.
Mr. Theodore saw what was being done
tb ere.

The Mfin ister f or Lands:- The -Minister f or
Agriculture has it under consideration at
present.

The Premier: You must confine yourself
to replying.

Mr. GRIFFITHS. I wish to emphasise
what I had in mind in urging the formula.
tion of a scheme for the better handling
and marketing of products. The Queens-
land scheme is an organisation of industry,
totally devoid of any political significance.
The Industry is divided into sections, and
there are sectional committees that may be
called in-

Mr. SPEAKER: Surely the hen, member
can see he is introducing new and debatable
inatter, which should have been introduced
in his speech when mnoving- the motion. I.
cannot permit him to introduce fresh matter
in replying to the debate.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Having directed at-
tention to that phase of the matter, I shall
not dweUl upon it. I shell he pleased to
hand over details of the scheme to the Min-
ister if lie has not already got them. We
have been told what co-operation is achiev-
ing. It has not got far -vet, and something
more than a voluntary pool is ncessary.
While we have been doing practically noth-
ing to develop overseaci markets, other cairn-
tries have been working to seure better
facilities in every way. T havpencnies of
reports from Amnericas. and nintwithOtsndingr
the statemnent of the 'Ministert for I awls. I
maintain such reports arc not printed to
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present the beat side of any question. Same
members have tried to discount the value
of printed reports, but I think we should
accept official reports as being correct. I
did not ask for the appointment of a Royal
Commission, and I bad no desire to put the
country to any great expense. I have sat
on two or three select committees, which
have succeeded in collecting valuable in-
formation for the H-ouse. The Leader of
the House said that one of the best reports
ever presented to the House came from a
committee of which I -was a member.

Mr. Lutey: Which select committee was
that?

Mr. 0-RIFFITHS: The select committee
on State charities. The Minister for Agri-
culture has as much work as he can manage,
and should avail himself of this opportunity
to secure the services of four or fie earnest
members to gather information on this ques-
tion. The "West Australian" has com-
mented on the futility of inquiry by select
committee. Perhaps some committees are
not of great value, but I1 believe an inquiry
on the lines 1 suggested would have pro-
duced valuable results.

Question as amended put and a division
taken with the following result:.-

Ayes . .. - .. 10
Noes . . . .1

Majority against .. 2

A-Ys
Mr. Angelo
Mr. Barnard
Mr. Brown
Mr. Coverley
Mr. Davy
Mr. Griffths
Mr. Hughes
Mr. Lindsay
Mr. Mann

Mr. Angwla
Mr. Obiesson
Mr. Clydeadale
Mr. Co0ler
Mr. Cunningham
Mr. Heron.
Mr. W. fl. Johnson
Mr. Kennedy
Mr. Lemond
Mr. Lutey

P
AYR&.

Mr. North
Mr. Willeeck

Question thus neg

a.
Sir James Mitchell

Mr. Panton
Mr. Sampson
Mr. alecinan
Mr. J. HI. Smith
Mr. Stubbs
Mr. Richardson

(TaUt?.)

Noes.
Mr. McCallum

Mr. Millington
Mr. Muosle
Mr. Tees4a0
Mr. TPrey
Mr. A. Waasbrough
Mr. Withers
Mr. Wilson

(Toiler.)

AIRS.
Moss.

Mr. Holman
Mr. Denton

atived.

BrLL-BUNTBTRY ROAD DISTRICT
RATES VALIDATION.

Returned from the Council without amend-
ment.

HILL-LEGAL PRACTITIONERS ACT
AMENDMENT.
In Commaittee.

Resumed from the 17th September. Mr.
Lutey in the Chair1 Mr. Hughes in charge
of the Bill.

Clause 2--Examinations in law:,
Mr. DAVY: I strenuously oppose this

clause, and ask members to do the same.
It wvill turn the Barristers' Hoard, a statu-
tory body created for a certain purpose,
into an examining board without any parti-
cular purpose in life except that of exam-
ining people. Any person who reaches the
age of 21, and is a natural born or a natural-
ised British subject, etc., can insist under
thia clause, on being examined in the in-
termedilate and final law examinations,
whether he iutends to be aL legal practitioner
or not. An examination is really a modern
afterthought grafted on the top of train-
ing. It was never intended that examina-
tions should take the place of teaching.
An examination merely ascertains whether
the teaching has been effective. The cleu so,
however, will make an examination the only
thing that is necessary in this ease. It is
not right that (an examination should stand
entirely alone without the training. The
Barristers' Board was not designed to be
an examining board. Its job is to enforce
discipline amongst legal practitioners, and
to see that they behave properly in rela-
tion to the public.

Mr. Hughes: They don't do it very well.
Mr. DAVY: They do.
Mr. Hughes: I can give you many in-

stances to the contrary.
Mr. DAVY: There may be one or two

black sheep in the flock, but there are black
sheep in every profession.

The Minister for Minesl: The wool of a
black sheep is valuable.

The Premier: And the advice of one of
the black sheep in the profession may be
valuable.

'Mr. DAVY: That may be so.
Mr. Hughes: You are suggesting that a

University man is less likely to be a black
sheep.

Mr. DAVY: That is a base suggestion.
The Barristers' Board is not qualified to
carry out examinations; that is the func-
tion of the university. It would be quite
improper to impose such an obligation on
the board. An articled clerk pays £5 when
sitting for an examination, but that does
not half pay the cost. It costs the board
£10 for every person examined, and in the
case of articled clerks the balance is made

Up out of the fees that they pay on being
articled. If this clause is passed, on every
person who demands to be examined the
board will lose £5. It has no funds be-
yond the fees that are paid by the articled
clerks. How is the balance to be made
up? I urge mnembers to regard the legal
profession as -urnething that belongs to
them, that is designed to provide service
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for them, and that is a part of the organi-
sation of the State.

Mr. HUGHES; The bion, member seems
to think that no person who baa not been
to a university, or who has not beein
wrapped in cotton-wool, should enter the
profession. He has unconsciously misled
the House by stating that the Barristers'
Board is not an examining body.

Mr. Davy: I said no such thing.
Mr. HUGHES: It'is the body charged

with the responsibility of conducting the ex-
aminations. That is one of its functions.

MrI. Davy: One of them.
Mr. H1UGHES: He said I was turning

the Barristers' Hoard into an examining
body such as was never intended. They are
responsible for conducting examinations in
Western Australia. The only difference in-
volved by the Bill is that now any person
who presents himself for examination and
pays the prescribed fees, must be exam-
ined. The board have an opportunity to
raise the fees if they deem it essential.

Mr. Davy: Not under the Bill.
Mr. HUGHES: The board do not con-

duet the examinations, but appoint exam-
iners to undertake the work. It may mean
that one or twvo extra examination papers
will have to be printed.

Mr. Davy: It may mean 50 or 100
extra.

Mr. HUGHES: I do not care if it
means 50,000 extra. Anyone should havp
the right to sit for the examination and
not merely the few who have been rapped
in cotton-wool with silver spoons in their
mouths until they have grown up. It is
preposterous to suggest that only the chosen
few should be allowed to sit for the ex-
taimation. Those who have in the opinion
of the member for West Perth, the indelible
stain of labour on them because they have
to work for their living and can only study
at night, are not to have that privilege!I

Mr. Davy: What a base thing to say I
Mr. HUGHES: Talk like a mnan; not

like a boy. Renmember you are with men.
I like these mock heroics. You are in as
assembly of men.

Mr. Davy: You should have some respect
for decency.

The CHAIRMAN: I must ask hon. mem-
bers to keep order.

Mr. Davy: Why does the hon. member
continue to misrepresent people?

The CHATRMAN: Order!
Mr. HUGHES: Another suggestion that

wvas put forward was that in earlier days
examinations were not always held. A man
who had eaten a certain number of dinners
in London could be admitted to the
legal profession. Those who were un-
able to comply with the condition,
were not able to avail themselves of
existing privileges. The member for
West Perth suggested that if this clause
were agreed to, persons who had under-
gone no course of preparation might pre-
sent themselves for examination. It is

not reasonable to suggest that persons will
sit for examination unless they have gove
through a course of study. There are
lawyers in Perth who will coac h those
desirous of sitting for the law examina-
tion. One man in particular, who does
no legal work in court has done a lot of
coaching. Then again, there is at least
one legal practitioner in Perth who was
admitted to the Bar because he had passed
as a result of correspondence classes con-
ducted in London.

Mr. Davy: But he served his articles.
Mr. HUGHES: That is not under con-

sideration. If one can be admitted by
such means, why object to youths study-
ing here and sitting for examination to
gain admittance to the Bar. There is a
distinction between the man who coaches
and the examiner. It has nothing to do
with the examiner as to where the student
gains his knowledge. There are men who
will compare with the member for West
Perth.

Mr. Davy: Why don't you leave me
alone V

Mr. HUGHES: Abraham Lincoln, for
instance, will compare favourably with the
member for West Perth.

Mr. Richardson: Why be so personall
Mdr. Davy: I did not attack you.
Mr. HUGHES: Didn't you? Then I

must have misunderstood you.
Mr. Davy: That is a habit of yours.
Mr. IfUGHES: Abraham Lincoln studied

at night and whenever possible in ordoe-
to qualify for the law. At the public
library one may learn law from the
masters of law and so qualify for admis-
sion. The clause simply gives the right
to anyone to present himself for examina-
tion and if successful to demand his
certificate.

Mr. DAVY: I am bound to reply to
some Of the arguments by the member for
East Perth. I do not propose to ask bon.
members to adopt this clause because they
approve of the personality of the member
for East Perth. I made no attempt to
refer to the personality of the member for
East Perth, although on the second read-
ing I could have made some references to
him that might not have been particularly
pleasing to the hon. member.

Mr. Hughes: They would hove made no
difference.

Mr. DAVY: They would not matter to
you. The London University provides the
nearest approach to the bon. member's
contention regarding candidates for exam-
ination. In that instance the University
allows persons who have participated in
correspondence classes to sit for examina-
tion, the purpose being to test whether
the candidate has been taught his subject.
The member for East Perth referred to
persons being coached. The habit of
coaching is a vicious practice brought into
existence because of written examinations.
Coaching is quite apart from teaching.
Coaching is availed of merely for the pal
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pose of passing examinations. Some
coaches are able to take candidates having
good memories and qualify them for n
examination in a few months. That
simply amounts to memorising question
and answer. I had to pass an exan3iinatiJn1
which I did in a ridiculously short time
by going to a coach. He had Such an
intimate knowledge Of pa-pers set in pre-
vious years, that he was able to make such
an accurate forecast of the questions to
be answered that of .10 questions set, he
was able to give me six questions and
answers. Anyone who has had to sit for
an examination in such circumstances in
London knows of the existence of coaches.
To suggest that coaching is to take the
place of true preparation is sheer rubbish.
I leave it to the judgment of members on
both sides to say whether I could even
have entertained Such a wicked thougnt
as an "indelible sin of labour.'' I am
prepared to think that every member be-
lieves in labour, so far from being a sin,
as being the highest hell mark of virtue,
provided it be honest. I have offered to
the member for East Perth something that
is a practical and proper solution of any
difficulty that may exist and that will At
in with our present scheme. We have a
free University, the first free University
created in the world. The University is
the place in which people are taught, and
in which the ordinary person is unable to
learn without being taught. If people
wish to study law, history, or literature
the proper place to be taught is at the
ITnivem-ity. I can promise that at least
six legal practitioners will lecture to the
students and teach them law at the Unil-
versity for nothing. If that sentiment is
consistent with what the hon, member
said of my views when he dectlaredl that I
want to exclude those who have to work
for a living in the day-time, then green
cheese is consistent with the Moon. If
the Minister for Justice will introduce a
'Bill on tbe lines of what I have suggested,
I will vote for it and persuade every
member I can to vote for it also. It is
perfectly poesible for a man who is work-
ing for his living in the day time to attenid
lectures at night. The examinations will
come afterwardls. The Banristers' Board at
the present time is the examining board to
a certain extent. One of its functions is to
examine a very small number of articled
clerks who sit for examination from year
to year. The bon. member desires that
the board shall act as en examining body
of whoever likes to come along and de-
mand to be examined. That is not right
He says also that they can increase he
fees. The Barristers' Board have no rev-
enue except the revenue obtained from
fees paid by articled clerks. If thu
board increase the fees, as the member
for East ]Perth suggests, the iartieled
clerks will he ruined. Under my
scheme of.* a chair of law at the Uni-
versity it will not cost the boa, member

anything to obtain a degree in law. Under
that scheme anyone can work in the day-
time and study at night, and the cost to
the country will he not more than £200 or
£3(C0 a yeajr. That is the logical, proper
and only feasible method ot making the
prcfet-sion open to any boy in Western Aus-
tralia, if hie has sufficient brains and char-
acter.

Mr. RUGH ES: We know it is a very easy
thing to say that we can get people to Vol-
untarily give lectures at the University, but
when it conies to doing anything like this,
week in and week out, wve know what the
result is.

Mr. Davy: Our hospitals are practically
run by "horaries."

Mr. HUGH ES: The hon. member does
not suggest that the resident medical officer
is not paid. Does hie not know that the
medic-at staff there and the nurses, and even
the honstemaids, are paid. I appreciate what
is done lly a few medical men who render
voluntary assistance, but the hospitials are
not run by those doctors.

Mr. Danvy: Then we will say that they
enable the institution to he conducted.

NMr. HUGHES: I would nationalise the
mnedical profession.

The CHAIRMAN: I cannot allow that
question to come into the debate.

"Mr. ITUOHES: I do not think the Treas-
urer is prepared to spend £400 per annum.
on a pseudo chair of law. Rather let ns
pay that £400 to someone to lecture at the
Technical School.

Mr. Davy: Why not at the University,
which is the proper place?

Mr. HTUGHES: What is the difference be-
tween the tin building in Pier-street and the
stone building in St. George 's-terrace? The
Teehnical School has done more for the
masses than has the University. The hon.
member knows, too, that the University
must be attended in the daytime.

Mir. Davy: That is not so.
11r. HUGH1FES: Yea. Lectures are sched.-

uled in the daytime and therefore the man
who has to earn his own lit-iog cannot attend
them. But the building does nlot matter;
so why not pay a lecturer at the Technical
School?

Mr. Davy: if you put yoor shonilder to
the wheel we will get our chair of law in
the next month or SO.

Mr. 'HUGHES: 'If the hon. Member can
get £400 nut of the Treasurer I will Put MY
shoulder behind him.

Mr. Davy: You have the car of the Treas-
urer.

1%1r. HITTCHRES: But the Governmient have
an empty treasury. At present the sugges-
tion is impracticable, and my Bill is the only
alternative.

LlIwme put, and a division taken with the
follonling result:-

Ayes . . - .1

Noes .- -- -- -- 1

Majority for 5
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MTr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Aogwiu
Cesson
Clydesdale
Coverley
Cunniingham
Hero'

W. fl. Johnson
Kennedy
Lemond

Mr. Angelo
Mr. Brown

Mr. Davy
Mr. 1,atbam

M.r. Lindsay
Mr. Mann
Sir 3nmes Mitchell

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Ayzs.
Holman
Hughes
Wilicock

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
M r.
Mr.
Mr.

Noe.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

PAmRs.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Marshaill
Daccalium

Millington
Muosle
Panton
Sleeman
A. Wonshrougb
Withers
Wilson

(Teller.)

Sampson
J. H. Smith

Traylor
Teesale

C. P. Wansbrrot~gh
Richardson

(Teller.)

Nose.
North
Maley
Denton

Clause thus passed.
Clause 3-Extension of qualifications for

adnission:
Mr. DAVY: This clause is even worse

than the last. It enables persons to hang
out their shingle to practise a profession of
great importance to the public without ever
having had a day's training, subject only
to their being 30 years of age and having
passed the intermediate and final examnina-
tions. The last Parliament tightened up
the regulations for admission to such profes-
sions au the architects' and the dentists'.
Under this clause it will be easier for a man
to become a member of the legal profession
than to become a cooper, or a plunbsr4 or
any other class of skilled artisan. There is
no difference between those professions and
mine except for the great potentialities of
evil which membership of the legal profes-
sion implies. I ask members to agree with
me that no man shall be permitted tor prac-
tice a profession which carries heavy respon-
sibilities, without an adequate guarantee of
proper training before he commences such
practice.

Mr. HUGHES: This clause represents
nothing new, inasmuch as it admits a an
to practise without having served articles
only when he has reached the age
of 30, and has passed the interned-
iate and final examinations. The same
thing operates to-day, and has operated, for
31 years, in the ease of any youth whose
father can or could afford to send him to
London or Dublin to study law. The mesa-
ber for West Perth is the only lawyer I
have ever known to protedt against that
practice, which we, all right so long as it
was restricted to men whose fathers ivre
able to keep them in cotton wool, so to
speak, until they were about 25 years of

age. The lawyer does not begin to gdt his
practice until he pleads cases.

Mr. Davy: Why, that is the least part
of his work!

Mr. HUGHES: He gets no work unless
he does plead cases.

Mr. Davy: That shows how little you
have learnt.

Mr. HUGHES: On the second reading
the hon. member said that pleading cases
led to 'the building up of big practices.

.Mr. Davy: I never said anything of the
sort.

Mr. HUGHES: When a person wants a
lawyer he goes to the man with a reputa-
tion; and the lawyer gets his reputation
through pleading big cases in the Supreme
Court. The clause will relieve certain. men
from the necessity for passing the prelim-
inary examination, which is merely an ex-
amination in general education. According
to the Barristers' Board, the Premier has
not sufficient general education to start a
course of law, nor has the Minister for
Lands, notwithstanding 'that in the course
of his long parliamentary csreer the Min-
ister for Lands has acquired a better know-
ledge of statute law thsn is possessed by
any lawyer in Perth. Before he could start
a course in law the Minister for Leads
would have to waste 'two or three years
going through a course of dog Latin. Who
are the persons likely to take advantage of
this clause?

Mr. Davy: I know one.
Mr. HUGHES: I should be glad if the

hon. member would state on the floor of the
Rouse what he has said in the corridors.
He has made this a personal issue, and has
declared that I wan't to avoid the prelim-
inary examination.

IMr. Davy: Well, don't you?
The CHAIRMAN: I think we had better

drop the personal issue.
Mr. HUGHES: The hon. member repeats

by insinuation here statements he has made
in the corridors. Notwithstanding that I
Started to earn my living when he was
wrapped in cotton wool, s he has been skI
his life-

Mr. Daviy: There was one period during
which I was not in cotton wool, but you
were.

Mr. HUGHES: At 13 years of age 1
was earning my living by day and studying
by night. I passed my examinations at the
University of Adelaide and have since
passed the qualifying exanination for a
chartered accountant, including a course of
commercial law. Also I learnt shorthand,
attaining a speed of 150 words a minute.
While I was battling in that fashion the
bon. member was at the University; yet
he has the cheek to come here and suggest
that I have not sufficient general educa'tion
to start a course in law, and that I am try-
ing to evade the examination.

Mr. Davy: I never Said anything of 'the
sort. I said you must have training.



[1 OCTOBER, 1924.] 10

The CHAIRMLAN: The bon. member
must address himself to Clause 3.

Mr. HUGHES: I must defend myself
from insinuations made here and statements
made in the corridor.

Mr. Taylor: Statemeats masde in the
corridor should not be heard here. It is
rather bad 'taste.

Mr. HUGHES: I am glad my taste is
not in accordance with that of the hon.
member. This clause merely gives to every
mnan the privilege previously retained for
those rapped in cotton wool. I hope the
clause will be agreed to.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
ehause does not provide for any training
whatever. Cetitain training is essential to
any person entering the legal profession.
An untrained lawyer can do mimbet as much
damage as an untrained doetoi. In many
outbiack centres will be found but one
lawyer. If that man, through imperfect
training, makes some error in drawing up
documents, or in their interpretation, it
may have serious consequences. I do not
know whether five years' articles are
altogether necessary, but I think the hon.
member would be well advised to insert
a proviso that before a, person be admitted
to the legal profession he must have cer-
tain training. The member for West Perth
(Mr. Davy) said the other night that on
coming back from England, although he
could have praetised as a legal practitioner
as soon as he was admitted, he felt it
was necessary to first spend a period in a
solicitor's office so as to pick up the prac-
tical side of the profession. That should
be compulsory on every person before prac-
thsing as a solicitor. There is no need to
set up any line of demarcation between the
rich and the poor, for quite a large number
of legal practitioners of Western Australia
are the sons of working men. I again coun-
sel the bon. member to add a proviso to his
clause.

Mr. HUGHES: In Victoria, after a can-
didate has passed his law examination at the
University, he is obliged to serve 12 months
in articles. I should be quite willing to pro-
vide for 12 months' service here if that
wvill satisfy the Minister for Lands. I move
an amendment-

That the following par-agra ph be in-
serted, " (e) That he has serued for a.
period of at liost 12 months in th office
of a legal practitioner."
The Minister for Lands:, That will suit

me.
MNr. DAVY: The Minister for Lands is

the first menber of the Government whohas made any comment on the Bill and 1
suggest that before he agreesq to the amend-
ment it would be only right to consult with
the Minister for Justice, who is ex officio
bead of the legal profession. Although I ad-
mit that a mran may go to the Old Country,
be admitted as a barrister and come back
here as a general practitioner, before he

can be admitted as a barrister he has to un-
dergo a proper course of study for three
years.

The Minister for Lands: Here is a man
must undergo a course of study before ha
takes his examination.

Mr. DAVY: No, he may go to a cram-
mar and have no real knowledge whatever.
In Melbourne a man who undergoes a three
years' course fit the University, passes his
examinations and then undergoes a course
in a solicitor's office, may be admitted. Un-
der the ]Bill, however, a man will merely
have to pass his examinations and thea
serve 12 months in a solicitor's office in
order to be admitted. The whole scheme
under this measuire is a half-baked one that
wil make us the laughing stock of Austra-
lia. If the BiUl be passed, Western Austra-
lian practitioners will lose their reciprocity
with the other States.

Mr. Hughes: They will not; they will
only be in line with the other States.

Mr. DAVY: I repeat that they will lose
their reciprocity, and natural)* they~ do
not wish to have the finger of scorn pointed
at them.

Mr. Taylor: The standard will be low-
ered.

Mr. DAVY: Yes, it will be lower than
that of any other part of the world.

Mr. HUGHES: I am astounded at the
lack of knowledge of the member for West
Per Lb. In Queensland a barrister can be
admitted without serving one day in
articles.

Mr. Davy: Of course, because the pro-
fession in Queensland is divided.

Mr. BU-GHES: Such a man could then
go to South Australia and be admitted as a
barrister and solicitor.

Mr. Davy: It is not so-
Mr. HUGHES: If Western Australia

loses its reciprocity, it will be very unjust
indeed. That is only bluff on the part of
the member for West Perth. 'Victoria has
not lost its reciprocity, and that Statq has
done exactly what we propose to do. Tbe
man who works in the daytime and studies
at night should have an opportunity to
qualify just as has the cotton-wool darling
who attends the University.

Mr. DAVY: There is no analogy what-
ever between what is done in Victoria and
in 'Western Australia. In 'Victoria a man
has to undergo three years' training and
tuition and pass examinations first in gen-
eral knowledge, then intermediate and final
examinations in law and Ret a degree in
law. That is not the same as a man passing
two examinations without any training or
tuition or any definite period of study.

Amendment put and passed.

The MINISTER POE LANTDS: The ex-
amination must be in accordance with the
rules laid down by the board of examiners.
If it is as easy to pass the examination as
indicated by the member for West Perth,
many of our young people will be taking
up the study of law. This clause deals
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with persons over the age of 30. Such
a person would be far wore likely to work
hard during his year in an office than a boy
would be. The subjects to be passed are
entirely in the hands of the Barristers'I Board,
where we can safely leave the matter. The
hon. member said that when he returned
from England he found it necessary to take
a course in practical experience. He now
says an examination is not sufficient, be-
cause a man rag be crammed in a few
months, and will forget his knowledge in a
few more months.

11r. Davy:- Training is the point, not the
examination.

The INISTER FOR LANDS: Most at
the people under discussion will have been
in training during a great part of their
lives.

Mr. TAYLOR: If the Bill is passed in its
present form it will lower the standard of
the legal profession in this State, and will
make it easier for some one to get into the
profession.

Mr. Hughes: It will give people an equal
opportunity with others of doing so.

Mr. DAVY: Parliament recently passed
an Act rendering it necessary for an archi-
tect to serve for five years and then pass
an examination, and for dentists to serve
for several years before passing an exarmin-
ation. This Bill says that a man may 'first
pass two examinations without any training
or tuition, then have one year in an office
and be admitted as a member of the most
responsible profession there is.

The Minister for Lands: A man cannot
pass an examination without tuition.

Mr. DAVY: Hie can pass an examination
after ibcino craunned for it. A proper
course of study should he arranged over a
ahlcec~tson of years under adequate super-
vision. Any course of study that is not
based on that principle will be vicious in
the extreme.

Hon. S. W. MfUNSIE: If I thought
the clause interfered with the standard
of the profession, the method of examina-
tion, or made the profession easier to get
into, I would vote against it. To-day a
man has to adopt a certain procedure
irrespective of his qualifications, and then
must pass an examination to become ;
lawyer. I will nt be a party to debarring
fronm entering the profevion any man who
baa the ability to pass the enaminatio i
set by members of that profession. I also
agree that a candidate for the profession
should have a certain amount of know
ledge, such as he would gain in a year's
experience, before be is admitted. If a
man can pass the test set uap by the Bar-
risters' Board, Parliament has no right to
prevent him.

Hon. Sir 3-AMES MTCHELL:. The
Dental Act was amended in order that
justice might be done to some persons LO
whom, by a previous Act, an injustice had
been done. The circumstances in this
ease, however, are quite different. Under
the law as it stands to-day, the standari

for admission to the legal profession is
five years' practical experience plus the
passing of the examiuatlons.

Hon. S. W. Munsie: Under this clause
the examinations in law must be passed
by the candidate for admission.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: If the
Minister does not wish to lower the stand-
ard, he must vole against the clause.

Rion. S. W. Munsie: 1 shall vote for it.
Hon. Sir JAMES ITCHELL: Why is

the Bill before Parliamnent? To maintain
the standard? No; to reduce the standard,

Mr. Davy: By substituting one year's
training for five years'.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL- The fur-
ther consideration of this clause should
be adjourned.

Clause as amended put, and a division
taken with the following result:-

Ayes .. .- . .19

Noes , . . .12

Majority for -

Area.
Mr. Angwln IMr. Lu1tes
Mr. Chesson Mr. Marshall
Mr. Clydesdale Mr. Millington
Mr. Coverley Mr. Muosle
Mr. Cunningham Mr. Penton
Mr. Heron Mr. sleeman
Mr. W. D.Jhsn Mr. A. Wensbrough
Mr. Kennedy IMr. Withers
Mr. Lamond Mr. Wilson(Tle.

Noes.
IMr. Brown Mr. North
Mr. Davy Mr. J. 'H. Simithx
Mr. Laths. Mr. Taylor
Mr. Lindsay Mr. Tesdale
Mr. Mann Mr. C. P. Wanebrough
Sir James Mitchell Mr. Richardson

(Teller.)

PAIRS.
Airs. Nons.

Mr. Hughes Mr. Maley
Mr. Willcoct Mr. Denton

Clause, as amended, thus passed.

Clause 4-Preliminary examination and
articles of clerkship not required:

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I move
an amendment-

That thue following wrords br stret
out:-"or to have bern articd to a
practitioner, or to hare served under
art irks of clerkship, or as a clerk to a
practitioner for any period."'
'Mr. DAVY:. The clause provides that

any person over 90 years of age need not
pass the examination. The member for
Han nans said that he voted for the la: t
clause only because he understood tao
standard would not be lowered.
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Hon. S. W. Munsie: If the standard of
the examination is not lowered, and an
individual has the ability to pass the ox-
amination, he should not be debarred.

Mr. DAVY: Then wby does the Honor-
ary Miniater not agree to do away with
apprentices in the plumbing trade and Fay
that because a youth has the ability to
puss the necessary plumbing examination,
he should uot be required to go through
his apprentieeshipl

The Minister tor Lands: That can 1s3
done in the plumbing trade.

Mr. DAVY: Then f am unfortunate in
my selection. Why not Jet the brillia Lt
young man, who has the ability to pas
the necessary examination, go on an
engine or engage in other occupations for
which long periods of training are nieccir
sary9 In the legal profession, the years
of training are a great deal more import-
ant than the mere examination candidates
have to past. If the Honorary Minlstgr
were consistent he would not agree to tee
clause with the provision for preliminary
or any examinations other than the inter-
mediate or final examinations in law.

Amendment put and passed.
Clause, as amended, put and a division

takien with the following result-
Ayes . . .. .18

Noes . . . . s

Majority for .. .

AYES.
Mr. Angwin
Hr. Chesson
Mr. Clydesdaie
Mr. Coverley
Mr. Cunninghiam

Mr. Heron
Mr. W. D. Johnson
Mr. Kennedy
M r. Lamond

Mr. Brown
Mr. Davy
Mr. Latham
Mr. Lindsay
Mr. Mann
Sir James Mitehe

&TBS.
Mr. Holmsan
Mr. Willeeck

Mr. Lutey
Mr. Marshall

Mr. Millington
Mr. Muinaie
Mr. Panton
Mr. Sleenan
Mr. A. Wnnshroiigh
Mr. Withers
Mr. Wilson

(Toiler.)

NOES.
Mr. North
Mr. .. H. Smith
Mi. Taylor
Mr. Tesdale
Mr. C. P. Wanebrougb

11 Mr. Richardson
ITeller.)

PAIRS.
NOES.IMr. Maley

1Mr. Denton

Clause, as amended, thins passed.

Mr. LA TRAM: I move-
That progtess be reported.

Motion put and a division taken with the
following result:--

Ayes . - .. .- 3
Noes - . - .19

Majority against - 8

Avis.
Mr. Brown Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. Davy Mr. Taylor
Mr. Latham Mr. Tesdale
Mr. Mann Mr. C. P. Wanabroush
Sir James~ 1itcliell Mr. Richiardson
Mr. Yorth (Taller.)

Noss.
Mr. Angwin 1 l r. Lutey
Mr. CObesson Mr. Marshall
Mr. Clydeadale M r. Millington
Mr. Coraney Mtr. MonsLe
Air. Cunningham 5Mr. Penton

M1r. Heron Mr. Sleeman
Mr. W. D. Tohnson Mr. A.. Wanabrough
Air, Kennedy Mr. Withers
Mr. Lawoud Mr. Wilson
Mr. Lindsay (Teller.)

PAItS.
Ay s. Noes.

Mr. Male.y Mr. Hughes
Mr. Denton IMr. Willeock

Motion thus negatived.
Clause 3-agreed to.

Clause Ui-Xxaminntion of articled clerk
in general knowledge:

Mr. DAVY-. This Clause represents a re-
freshing little oasis in the bill, for it is
the first attempt to do anything for the
person under 30 years of age. The clause
provides that such a person when articled
may pass the examination in general know-
ledge during the period of his articles. This
serves to show what an extraordinary thing
thme Bill is. We ore asked to make flesh
of people under .30 and highly flavoured fish
of those over 30 years of age. I have always
understood that the party to which the
author of the BUi belougs were against un-
democratic distinctions Of age, that they
favoured young men having the same rights
as older men. But under the clause a man
of less thani 30 has to be articled for five
years and pay his premiums and all the
rest of it; whereas if he waited until lhe was
30 years of age lie could become enrolled
merely by passing certain examinations and,
under the 3linister's amendment, having -one
year's training. The essential idea of the
preliminary examination is that before a
inan devotes his time to any one subject he
shall be proficient in general knowledge. At
every university in the world, before a man
specialises it is necessary that he shall pass
a preliminary examination.

The Mfinister for Lands: Professor Mur-
doch is opposed to examinations.

M.%r. DAVY: And T? am inclined to agree
with the professor. The Minister, however,
leans to examinations. So sure am I that it
is necessary a man should have some general
training b~efore he starts specinlised train-
ing, that T will rote against the clause.

Mr. HUGHES: At present when a hey
at the James-street school passes the junior
examination he has to go to the Modern
School and wait two years be fore sitting for
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the leaving examination. In nmnny instauces
the parents ot such a boy cannot afford to
leave him at school for another twoe years.
The specific object of the clause is to allow
boys %ho haove passed the junior and cannot
afford to carry onl at the 2lodern School, to
enter the legal protession.

Honl. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I do not
know why these young In should not hi:
admitted to the profession on the same terms
as a man of 30. What virtue is there in
being 30 years of age9 A man, if under
30, must serve five years in a solicitor's
office notwithstanding the clause.

Mr. Hughes: No, lie can pass his exan.-
factions and earn his living elsewhere.

Hort. Sir IA2.%ES MITCHELL: The dif-
ference N that whten an articled clerk reaches
80' years of age he can be admitted, but if
he be tinder 30 years of age he has to pas
exam~ination~s and serve his articles. The
younger man should have 'the privileges
proposed to be extended to a man over 30
years of age. Under the Bill it will be an
easy matter to become a lawyer. Presently
we shall have a similar Bill designed to
allow boys to escape apprenticeship to a
trade. It is ricidulous for the House in the
one session to be raising standards in one
profession an(1 lowering 'themn in another.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I ean-
not admire the logic of the hon. member.
He knows that when the soldiers returned
from the war a school was started for the
purpose of teaching them trades. Within
12 months, with the assistance of 'the trade
unions, that school was able to turn out
large numbers of those men thorough trades-
men. Why? Because the men were ma-
tured, whereas the clause deals with boys.
Under the clause a boy taken into a Bolief-
'tor's office, not as an articled clerk, but as
an office boy, and giving promise of develop-
ing into a good solicitor, could be articled
and still have two years in which to ma-
triculate.

Mr. Davy! Do you mean to say a man
can learn a new thing more easily after 30
than before?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We had
proof of it among the trainees.

Mr. Davy: It is not an accepted view.
The MINISTER FOR LAND)S: It was

possible because 'the persons who took those
men in hand trained them well and because
the trainees were of mature age.

Clause put and passed.
C'lease 7, 8, Title-agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments.

House djourned at 1038 p.m.

2Legwslarive Counc il.
Thursday, 2nld October, 1924.
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The PRESID)ENT took the Chair at 4.301
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-HORSESHOE BRIDGE
TRAMWAY.

Hon. A. J1. H. SAW asked the Colonial
-Secretary: 1,' Have the Government consulted
the Engineer-i-Chief with reference to the
adlvisability of running a double line of
trains over the Horseshoe Bridget 2, If
not, in order to allay public anxiety, will
they do so before taking further action?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied:
1, No. 2, There is no occasion for any
public anxiety.

QUESTION-RALWAYS, WHEAT
FREIGHTS.

Hon. II. J1. YELLAND asked tile Colonial
Secretary: 1, Is it a fact that the Minister
for Railways intends to review wheat
freights during the coming seasont 2, If
so, in what direction?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied:
I and 2, The matter is under consideration.

MOTION-STANDING ORDERS
AMENDMENT.

Order of the Day read for the resumption
of the debate on the following motion by
Bl. J1. W. Kirwan:-

That the revised Standing Orders of the
Legislative Council, drafted by the Stand-
ing Orders Committee in pursuance of the
instruction given to them on the .5th Aug-
ust last, be adopted.
Oil motion by Hon. J. Ewing, debate

further adjourned.

DILL-INSPECTION
SCAFFOLDING.

OF

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from 30th September.
Honl. E. H. GRAY (West) (4.351: I sup-

port the second reading and hope it will be
Parried, In order to get information from
those engaged in the huildiniz trade, since
the Bill was last bef ore the House, I have
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